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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



The House of Representatives has refused to ratify the 
agreement made by Secretary Gresham with Sir Julian 
Pauncefote by which the British Government was to 
receive $425,000 as damages to the Canadian sealers, in 
accordance with the Paris award. The ground of the 
refusal is not any wish to evade the Paris award or any 
objection to the sum of money in itself, but the belief 
of Representatives that several of the claimants for 
damages are Americans hiding behind English colors. 
Mr. Hitt of the Foreign Affairs Committee made the 
statement in debate that only " $182,000 of the $542,000 
claimed by Sir Julian had not been shown to be owned by 
American citizens hiding behind Canadian and English 
dummies." The matter will now have to go to a com- 
mission for adjustment, and in the long run we shall 
possibly have to pay a much larger sum than that agreed 
upon. The grounds given by Congress for its adverse 
vote may justify this course, but we very much doubt it. 

As a sequel to Mr. Cremer's visit to Washington, the 
following resolution has been introduced into the House 
of Representatives by Hon. W. J. Coombs, and referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs : 

"Whereas, In response to the Resolution adopted by 
Congress, on April 4, 1890, the British House of Com- 
mons, on June 16, 1893, unanimously affirmed its willing- 
ness to co-operate with the Government of the United 
States in settling disputes between the two countries by 
means of arbitration : Therefore, 

" Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to take such further steps in the matter, in 
order to secure the results contemplated in those resolu- 
tions, as to him may seem expedient ; and to that end, if 
he deems it necessary or expedient, he is authorized to 
appoint commissioners to meet an equal number ap- 
pointed by the Government of Great Britain to negotiate 
a treaty to accomplish the purposes of said resolutions." 

The House of Representatives has passed a bill, 
reported from the Committee on Labor, creating a 
national board of conciliation and arbitration for the 
adjustment of difficulties between carriers engaged in 
interstate commerce and their employees. The import- 
ant features of the measure are those suggested by 
Attorney-General Olney, as we explained last month. 
The board is to consist of the Commissioner of Labor 
and the Chairman of the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion. In case of difficulties they are to act as a board of 
conciliation. If they fail to bring the parties to agree- 
ment, they are to endeavor to get the parties to submit 
their trouble to a board of arbitrators consisting of three 
persons, one to be named by the employer, one by the 
employee, and the third to be selected by these two. 
In case of a failure of either party to comply with the 



award, the matter is to.be referred to the United States 
Courts. The bill will almost certainly be agreed to by 
the Senate as it passed the House without a division. 

The boundary dispute between Brazil and the Argentine 
Republic, which was submitted in 1892 to ex-President 
Harrison for Arbitration, and by him turned over to 
President Cleveland, has been decided by the President in 
favor of Brazil on all the points at issue. The decision 
has given great satisfaction at Rio Janeiro and led to 
public demonstrations of rejoicing. The Argentine Re- 
public has likewise expressed its hearty submission to the 
decision. 

The Japanese have captured all the forts at Wei-Hai- 
Wei. The Chinese fleet has been surrendered to them. 
Admiral Ting and two other commanders have committed 
suicide, rather than take the risk of being beheaded. 
Japan refused at first to treat with the Chinese peace en- 
voys because they did not have full powers. Full powers 
have since been given them and Li Hung Chang has been 
appointed a peace envoy. There has been fighting in 
Manchuria with repulses of the Chinese. The Chinese 
Grand Council has voted for peace, "if the terms be 
tolerable." 

As was to be expected, the House of Representatives 
has passed the bill for the building of the three new 
battleships at a cost of four millions each and twelve 
torpedo boats at an aggregate cost of two and a quarter 
millions. The only thing in which all parties at Washing- 
ton are agreed is folly. 

In an article on "The Program of German Socialism" 
in the February number of the Forum, Mr. Wilhelm 
Liebknecht, leader of the Social Democrats in the Ger- 
man Parliament, makes the following interesting and in- 
structive statement : 

"If the election of 1890 overthrew Bismarck and his 
majority, the election of 1893 dealt a stunning blow to 
militarism. The Reichstag of 1890 had been dissolved 
for refusing to sanction the new military bill. The 
questions before the German electors were : Is our im- 
mense standing army again to be increased and the peo- 
ple crushed by fresh taxation ? Or shall we break alto- 
gether the yokes of standing armies, and prepare for a 
general disarming by an international Congress? And the 
answer was that out of a total 7,674,000 voters, in round 
numbers, 4,350,000 voted against militarism and 3,330,- 
000 for it— a majority of more than 1,000,000 against 
militarism in the home of militarism. That is indeed a 
great victory won by civilization and won under the guid- 
ance of Social Democracy, which is the representative of 
all popular demands, the champion of Liberty, Peace and 
Humanity." 

All danger of war between Mexico and Guatemala has 
passed away and the difficulty between the two govern- 
ments is to be settled by peaceful diplomacy. 
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Mr. William A. Smith, who founded the Boys' Brigade 
at Glasgow in October, 1883, recently visited Boston. 
He is a comparatively young man, about forty-one, and 
is now giving bis whole time to the subject of the Brigade. 
The organization had a distinctly military origin, as Mr. 
Smith was at the time of its foundation a Captain in the 
First Lanark Rifles of Scotland. In the course of an 
address, to which we listened, he laid much stress on the 
purpose of the Brigade, which he said was the advance- 
ment of Christianity. If this was not kept foremost, the 
organization he was sure would go to pieces. He referred 
to the criticism made by the friends of peace, that the 
promoters of the Brigade are teaching the boys to fight 
and kindling in them the war spirit. This he said was 
not true. They were teaching them to fight against the 
devil and sin. This is hardly a fair statement of the 
criticism. The opponents of the Brigade have never said 
that the purpose of the organization is to teach the boys 
to fight. What we have claimed is that the use of mili- 
tary instruction, in spite of the professed purpose of the 
Brigade, necessarily inculcates the love of war, and that 
the means employed for promoting a Christian end is an 
essentially un-Christian one. The war spirit will teach 
itself, in spite of all efforts to prevent it. What we saw 
at the Clarendon Street Baptist Church on Washington's 
birthday, when Mr. Smith addressed several hundred 
boys in uniform, has deepened very much our conviction 
that the means employed will lead in the end, in most 
cases, to a very different result from the one aimed at. 

There was much flutter and excitement and dazzle of 
uniforms and parading about of young officers, much 
outward show and interest, but no great evidence that 
the boys were learning that quiet obedience to the Spirit 
of God and inward love of spiritual things which is the 
very essence of Christianity. You can not teach the 
things of the Spirit by the tactics of sin. 

It is not often that even The Independent gives as wise 
and practical a suggestion as that contained in its recent 
editorial, "A suggestion to the Peace Societies." Its 
plan is that the Peace Societies should get the nations of 
the world to make a law everywhere that defeated officers 
should commit suicide, as they now do in China. If such 
a law were established, it would be impossible to get 
army officers, and hence peace would follow as a natural 
result. The poor Peace Societies with all the combined 
wisdom of their officers and members would, we are sure, 
never have hit upon so thorough and speedy a method of 
abolishing war and bringing in the reign of universal 
peace, and they are under lasting obligation to The Inde- 
pendent for its timely and inspired suggestion. We can 
think of only one more radical and expeditious way of es- 
tablishing the peace of the world, and that would be for 
the nations by common agreement to establish a law that 
every newspaper editor or reporter who defends the war 



system or writes inflammatory leaders or reports should 
forthwith have his head cut off, after the Chinese fashion, 
and his paper and fixtures confiscated. There would then 
be no opportunity for officer or soldier to get his "glory" 
paraded before the world, and war would consequently 
die for lack of proper stimulation. "We do not wish to 
press this with any particular insistence," but if The In- 
dependent will send one of its editorial staff to the next 
Peace Congress to propose the suicide policy, we will 
agree to have a member of the American Peace Society 
there to move as a substitute the plan of having the 
heads of editors cut off. 

The Lombard Peace Union, Milan, Italy, has sent the 
following appeal to all its members, and to all the friends 
of peace everywhere : 

" Whereas all the nations of Europe stand in need of 
mutual relations of friendship and repugnance should 
everywhere be shown to all sorts of international compli- 
cations ; 

" Whereas, notwithstanding this, painful incidents are 
constantly occurring which, magnified by prejudices and 
passions, or by a misconception of interests, continually 
endanger the state of peace in which we live ; 

" Whereas ic is the duty of all right minded people and 
the supreme interest of the civilized to labor against this 
unfortunate tendency ; 

" The Lombard Union of the International Peace 
Society expresses the wish, that not only the peace socie- 
ties but also all those whose aim is social progress may 
unite in the work of education and of a true patriotism, 
combatting incessantly, as occasion may offer, the senti- 
ments of national exclusiveness and antagonism which 
have survived a long past of hatred and bitterness. 

" If the time through which we are passing is an ob- 
scure and uncertain one, the goal is indeed a distinct one, 
viz., the union of peoples through their economic and 
moral improvement. To effect this union wishes and 
prophecies are not sufficient. All should give their sup- 
port to those things which cause progress, that is, public 
and private morality, political and economic liberty, local 
autonomy ; to these ends, all should assist in promoting 
the intellectual, administrative and political life of their 
own country. 

" This is the supreme duty of the good, for without 
energetic action no progress is possible." 

It is said, we do not know how truly, that a college 
professor has been examining a number of the youngsters 
in the Boston schools. The result of his investigation is 
the discovery that fourteen per cent, of those examined 
have never seen the stars, that twenty per cent, do not 
know that milk comes from cows, that fifty-five per cent, 
do not know that wooden articles come from trees, that 
fifteen per cent, do- not know the colors blue, yellow and 
green by name, that forty-seven per cent, never saw a 
pig, and that sixty per cent, have never seen a robin. A 
Western paper, in commenting on this deplorable state of 
things in the Athens of America, says : If these statistics 
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are even approximately correct we think Boston might 
well dibband her famous school regiment and use some of 
the money now spent on drums, swords, guns, and bayo- 
nets in teaching the children to know and to love the things 
that God made. 

In his new book entitled " The Heresy of Cain," Dean 
Hodges of the Cambridge Episcopal Theological School, 
while holding the opinion that war can not yet be alto- 
gether dispensed with, has the following encouraging 
paragraph as to the prospect of its ultimate abolition : 

" The day has gone when armies fought like beasts in 
the black forests for love of murder. The day is passing 
when nations join in battle, like bullies in back alleys, 
for reputation, in revenge for fancied insults, in vindica- 
tion of what they are pleased to call their honor, or for 
the sake of stealing one another's goods or lands. We 
have driven that sort of fighting out of decent society. 
It is left now altogether to fools, who make themselves a 
laughing stock in duels ; or to ruffians, whom the police 
carry away in patrol wagons. And by virtue of that up- 
lifting of public opinion of which I spoke, by more gen- 
eral learning of the religion of Jesus Christ, we will pres- 
ently drive it out of the lives of nations. "We have not 
yet come to realize that whatever is a crime for an indi- 
vidual is a crime also for a nation. But we are getting 
nearer to the truth." 

President F. J. Wagner, of Morgan College, Baltimore, 
in acknowledging the receipt of some copies of the Advo- 
cate of Peace writes as follows : "Allow me to say that 
your work and the utterances of your paper have my 
most earnest commendation. In a ministry of thirty 
years, this has been my theme. The sermon on the 
mount is the world's constitution, for the world's perfect 
redemption, and the Golden rule furnishes the Christ- 
inspired precept that alone can secure a righteous and 
eternal peace. When we sincerely recognize the ' Bro- 
therhood of man,' then 'they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks ; nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation neither shall they 
learn war any more.' The swing of victory is with the 
increasing numbers who are arraying themselves under 
the banner of ' On earth peace, goodwill toward men.' 
I am with you to do all in my power to hasten on the 
day for which a blood-stained world waits weeping." 

The death of Frederick Douglass at Washington on the 
20th of February has removed the most distinguished col- 
ored man of our time and one of the most interesting 
figures in American history. He was much interested in 
the cause of peace, and had long been on the list of Vice- 
Presidents of the American Peace Society. 

The Second Triennial Convention of the National 
Council of Women which has been meeting in Washing- 
ton since February 18th is the greatest gathering of rep- 
resentative women ever held in the United States, or in 
the world, Its discussions have been able and interest- 



ing and have covered the whole range of questions in 
which women are specially interested. It has given its 
strong support to the great peace movement and thrown 
the weight of its influence against the militarization of our 
public schools. 

The Secretary of the American Peace Society has re- 
cently given addresses on different phases of the subject 
of peace and arbitration before the Baptist Women's Home 
Missionary Society of Hyde Park, Mass., the Union for 
Practical Progress and one of the Methodist Churches of 
Newburyport, Mass., the Universalis Ministers' Associa- 
tion of Boston, the Friends' Conference at Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y., and the New England Convention of the National 
Reform Association. 

Mrs. Mary Frost Ormsby, who was a delegate to the 
Antwerp Peace Congress from the American Peace So- 
ciety, and who ha3 since that time been in Europe, had 
an interesting article in the London Echo for Feb. 6t,h, on 
the subject of lynching in the South, and the progress of 
the negro in the United States. 

The House of Representatives just before adjourning 
passed unanimously a bill the provisions of which are 
aimed to preserve the seals in Behring Sea. Under the 
bill the President is to appoint a commission to negotiate 
with Great Britain, Russia and Japan for the protection 
of the seals. Pending the negotiations the President is 
to conclude a modus vivendi with these governments. If 
the negotiations should fail, the bill authorizes the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to kill the seals as they come to the 
Pribyloif islands and dispose of the skins to the benefit 
of the United States. 

Mrs. Hannah J. Bailey, one of the Directors of the 
American Peace Society and Superintendent of the Peace 
Department of the N. W. C. T. U., has been appointed 
treasurer of the National Council of Women. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

COMMON SENSE ABOUT ALSACE-LORRAINE. 

In 1870 a French parliament elected on the basis of 
universal suffrage, decided by a vote of three hundred 
against ten (or nearly so) that tha French army, which was 
still glorying in the memories of the Italian war of 1859, 
should invade Germany, and kill or mutilate two hundred 
thousand young Germans, lay waste her fields and cities, 
make orphans and widows of thousands and thousands 
of German subjects, and take, as payment for the glori- 
ous work, the left bank of the Rhine. The first part of 
the program, the killing and mutilating, was duly carried 
out. 

At this time there was the opportunity for England and 
America, not to mention other countries, to enter a loud 
and energetic protest. Such a protest would probably have 
bad its effect. At any rate it would have been worth while 



